
 

 

            
 

  

Dear Friend,  

  

Our mission team just returned from 
Eswatini and it was an incredible trip! 
Serving with Pastor Joseph and the EHC 
team was a privilege and we'll never be the 
same again. We got to experience 
the genuine passion and commitment of 
our Ministry Partners to bring the gospel 
to people who are difficult to reach. Each 
day we drove for hours through dirt roads 
and winding paths with steep cliffs to 
reach people who live in the mountains. 
Somehow they did a remarkable job of 
spreading the news about our shoe 
distributions because people walked for 
hours to reach us. Our team witnessed the 

Are YOU Ready to Stroll?! 

 

  

Click image to see VIDEO from 2024! 

  

You can still join us for this year's 
Stroll For Soles on Saturday, June 



life change that happens when someone 
encounters Jesus for the first time and it 
was amazing! Washing so many feet and 
giving people their first pair of shoes is 
something that we'll never forget. Pastor 
Joseph and his team told us several times 
that shoes are opening doors to these 
places with great physical and spiritual 
needs, and we saw it with our own eyes.  

  

Aleysha is one of our talented team 
members who made a highlight video 
(below), where each person shares how 
they were impacted. It's beautiful to see 
how our lives have been changed and that 
we've all grown closer to God. Isn’t it 
amazing that when we step out to 
serve others, we are often blessed 
ourselves? Several weeks before we left for 
Eswatini, Aleysha reached out to ask if she 
could be baptized in Africa. The Lord is 
doing amazing things in her life and she felt 
led to take this step. I replied immediately 
with an, “Absolutely!” and several more 
ended up joining her. It was an evening 
that I'll never forget as five of my dear 
friends followed Jesus' example in a 
rooftop pool at sunset in Eswatini. To God 
be the glory forever!  

  

I'd like to invite you to be a part of what 
God is doing in Namibia to help bring 
shoes and the gospel to communities with 
newly translated gospel literature. He has 
answered our prayers and the door to ship 

21st! Register TODAY for this fun 
event at Fox River Park from 11am-
1pm. We will celebrate all that God is 
doing in Africa with a 1 or 2 mile 
stroll, followed by lunch under the 
party tent. Be sure to grab a photo 
with Bernie Brewer™ and remember 
that your registration includes an 
event t-shirt, parking pass, and 
access to all food trucks and fun 
activities! 

  

          

  

Sponsorship Opportunities: Gold, 
Silver, and Bronze sponsorships are 
still available! Click HERE to learn 
more about this great opportunity to 
support the mission of Soles For 
Jesus. We appreciate each business 
and individual who helps to make 
this special day possible. For more 
information, contact Diane 
at Dstuder@SolesForJesus.org.  

  

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/104401494/0/49273/?x=5c9fe334
mailto:Dstuder@SolesForJesus.org


shoes to Namibia is now open! You can 
read more about this in my 
recent LETTER and we are so grateful for 
each person who has already given. God 
bless you for your kingdom partnership 
and I look forward to seeing many of you at 
our Stroll For Soles Event on June 21st!  

  

In Christ alone, 

  

Diane Studer 

Founder/Executive Director 

Soles For Jesus 

  

  

 

 

 Bounce house & fun games for kids! 

  

Stroll Across America Challenge 

We are looking forward to strolling 
with many of you across the United 
States! For our non-local friends, you 
can still join in the fun by registering 
as an off-site participant and walking 
in your home state to support the 
mission of Soles For Jesus. Invite 
your family, friends and neighbors to 
join you and help us to light up the 
map by registering your state today! 

  

 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/105350515/0/49273/?x=c7bf37c0


 Eswatini Highlight Video 

  
 

Exciting Opportunity! 

 

  

You can help send our very first shipment 
of shoes to the nation of Namibia by giving 
today. Pastor Shadreck is doing a beautiful 
work in his country by bringing the gospel 
to people who have great spiritual and 
physical needs. Through the gift of shoes, 
Shadreck and his team from Every Home 
for Christ will reach thousands of people 
with this message of hope and tangible 
demonstration of God's love. It is a joy to 
partner with you in this endeavor and may 
God bless each gift and giver!  

  

 Grab a friend and Stroll from Home! 
 

New SFJ State Representative 

  

Please join us in welcoming Shawn Thacker 
as our new Iowa State Rep! Shawn is a 
familiar face in the ministry, as he has led 
many shoe drives through his home church 
and his children's school in Iowa. He was 
also a member of our Benin Mission Team 
in 2024! We appreciate the ongoing support 
of Shawn, his wife, Amy, and their four 
children. What a joy it is to see families 
working together to serve the Lord and 
spread the life-changing message of the 
Gospel to other families across the world! 

  



          

  
 

Shoe Drives & Special Thanks 

  

Lake Country Lutheran High School, 
Hartland - Thank you for inviting our SOS 
Leader and dear friend, Sarah Baratka, to 
share about Soles For Jesus during your 

Serve Day.⁠ Students came together to 
learn about our mission, join in prayer, and 
write personal notes to include in shoes 

that will be sent to Africa. ⁠It is exciting to 
see the next generation being the hands 
and feet of Jesus. Thank you, Sarah and 
LCL! 

  

 

 Thank you, Shawn! 
 

Testimony from Angola 

  

Our EHC Ministry Partner in Angola, Pastor 
Emanuel, shared this testimony from the 
village of Mandjangala, "The population 
here is deeply rooted in ancestral and spirit 
worship. Many in this community survive 
with very basic needs and are accustomed 
to walking long miles with poor or no shoes 
at all. Over 400 people gathered for the 
shoe distribution as the love of God was 
fully shared through foot washing and 
preaching the Gospel! Many expressed 
heartfelt thanks as they have never seen 
God's word shared like this 



LCL Students on Serve Day! 

  

Marquette University, Milwaukee - Thank 
you to Marquette University Athletics and 
students for hosting a shoe drive during 
your final two weeks of classes. We are 
grateful for the many MU blue and gold 
shoes that were also donated, and many 
people in Africa will be so blessed 
because you gave! 

before. This personal testimony below 
echoes the impact of what was 
experienced." 

  

“For me, it was a true act of love and 
affection. Here where we live, we face a 
great shortage of essential goods. Only the 
Gospel and the love of Christ could bring us 
the transformation we are experiencing 
today in Mandjangala” - Evangeline 

  

View More Photos HERE. 

  

  

 Transformation and joy in Angola! 

  
 

New Church in Congo! 

 

  

We are thrilled to hear from our Congo 
Ministry Director, Reverend Brice, who has 
been evangelizing and distributing shoes 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/105350517/0/49273/?x=aa5a8afe


   
Thank you, Marquette University!  

  

Summer Intern - We are thrilled to 
introduce our fabulous summer intern, 
Julia Lemmenes. We are so blessed to 
have her on our team and we're thankful 
for her talents and ideas. Please give her a 
warm welcome the next time that you visit 
us.  

 

Welcome aboard, Julia!  

with his team. They recently visited the 
village of Mont Belo in the Nairi area of 
Congo, where a new church was planted 
as a result of the ministry that happened at 
a shoe distribution! We give thanks to God 
for the advancement of His church and 
may He continue to bless you all. 

  

View More Photos HERE. 

  

  

His Kingdom Advancing in Congo!  
 

Shipment To Uganda 

  

Our second shipment to Uganda is on its 
way! Our team is thrilled and we can’t wait 
to hear the powerful testimonies as many 
people receive shoes and hear about God’s 
love. We are grateful for our Ministry 
Partner, Sister Doreen, who is waiting to 
receive this shipment of shoes, and her 
team is preparing to reach villages with His 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/102459852/0/49273/?x=d71183a4


  

Wisconsin Athletic Club, Menomonee 
Falls - We'd like to give a big shout-out to 
the WAC and Jennifer Miller for donating 
hundreds of pairs of shoes during your 
shoe drive this month! Because of your 
generosity many lives in Africa will be 
touched, and we thank you for your 
amazing support.  

  

   

 Thank you, Jennifer and WAC! 

  

St. John Vianney, Brookfield - We are 
grateful for the successful shoe drive 
hosted at St. John Vianney. Over 300 pairs 
of shoes were donated plus they also 
gave a generous monetary donation to 
help cover shipping costs to Africa. God 

redeeming love by sharing God's word and 
the gift of shoes. Join us in praying for this 
shipment as it goes by land and sea to 
reach thousands for Jesus! 

  

View More Photos HERE. 

  

       

Sending love & shoes to Uganda! 
 

Testimony From Lesotho 

 

  

“Thank you, Soles For Jesus and Pastor 
Josias. This winter our God who cares for us 
supplied my family with shoes just in time! 
As mountain people, our shoes do not last 
long and we often wear torn shoes or no 
shoes at all. I live with my family and had no 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/96291572/0/49273/?x=e574f95f


bless you all for your support, generosity 
and heart for people across the globe. Your 
kindness will make a huge impact! 

  

  

 Thank you Kelsey & girls for delivering! 

  

Shepherd of the Hills, Pewaukee - It was 
such a pleasure having this wonderful 
group from SOTH volunteer in our 
warehouse. They packed over 670 pairs of 
shoes and also hosted a shoe drive that 
collected hundreds of pairs for our next 
shipment to Africa! Thank you for your 
generosity and hearts for serving. 

  

job. But now there is joy in my heart to know 
that Jesus loves and cares about me and 
my family, and to know He has not forgotten 
about our situation. I have been filled with 
courage and hope from the EHC workers 
who visited my home and gave me new 
shoes so I can work. I am very thankful for 
this wonderful gift of shoes and the gospel 
books they gave to me. May God continue 
to grant favor to Soles For Jesus for what 
you've done for me!” - Lindle 

  

View More Photos HERE. 

  

  
Sharing Jesus in Lesotho. 

 

Arrival in Cabo Verde 

  

Our fourth shipment to Cabo Verde has 
arrived. We give thanks to the Lord for all of 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/100051205/0/49273/?x=59b5f949


 

 SOTH Shoe Collection and Serve Night! 

  

St. John's Lutheran School, Lannon - 
Thank you, St. John's Lutheran School, for 
delivering hundreds of pairs from your 
recent shoe drive, and for packing over 900 
pairs of shoes in our warehouse! God 
bless you all.  

the generous donations that have made 
this shipment possible. Please be in prayer 
for our Ministry Director, Pastor Emanuel, 
as his team travels to the impoverished 
people of Cabo Verde to share the love of 
Jesus and distribute these shoes. We pray 
that many hearts will respond to Jesus and 
that He will continue to bless and guide 
their team. 

  

View more photos HERE. 

  

 

Love to Cabo Verde! 
 

Photos & Testimonies from Liberia 

 

  

We praise God for our Ministry Director in 
Liberia, Jonel Weeks, as she travels the 
country reaching the lost for Jesus with her 
team. Recently, they held a shoe 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/97887911/0/49273/?x=43c0121e


 

Students serving from St. John's. 

  

Random Lake School District - We thank 
God for this delivery of shoes from the 
Random Lake School District. Together, 
they collected over 300 pairs of shoes and 
so many lives in Africa will be blessed 
because of your kindness!  

 

distribution in the Muslim-dominated 
county of Bomi. Many people gratefully 
received shoes and carefully listened to the 
message shared from God's word. Please 
join us in prayer that the Lord will continue 
to water the seeds that were planted and 
that the harvest will continue to grow.  

  

View More Photos HERE. 

  

God bless Liberia! 
 

Volunteers of the Month 

 

  

This month we recognize our 2025 Mission 
Team as our Volunteers of the Month! This 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/105350518/0/49273/?x=3137ff86


  Thank you, Random Lake School District!  

  

Immanuel Lutheran School, Brookfield - 
We love seeing the next generation 
involved in spreading the love of 
Jesus! Thank you, Immanuel Lutheran 
School, for your recent shoe drive where 
you donated hundreds of pairs along with 
a financial gift to help ship them. God 
bless you all!  

 

Thank you, Immanuel Lutheran Church & 
School!  

  

Divine Shepherd, Milwaukee - Thank you 
for inviting our dear friend and member of 
our Leadership Team, Kristen Adam, to 
share what the Lord is doing through Soles 
For Jesus! We love and appreciate her 

fantastic group recently returned from the 
nation of Eswatini, where they shared the 
love of Jesus with thousands of people. 
Feet were washed, the Gospel was shared, 
meals were served and shoes were 
distributed in Gogololo, Lubombo, and 
Mahebedla. We thank each of these team 
members for their fervor to share the Good 
News and we rejoice in the many souls who 
found new life in Jesus!  It was a joy to serve 
with you and may God bless you all.  

  

Click the link HERE to view photos from our 
Eswatini Mission Trip! 

  

 

Back Row: Jeanne Crawford, Mark Fischer, 
Liz Fischer, Tom Eide, Ric Monteen, Agatha 
Dawson, Terri Mitchell, Diane Studer, 
Maleah Howe, Aleysha Will, Anne-Marie 
Roth; Front Row: Grant Niemann, Lourdes 
Santiago, Temo Rios, Conner Dawson, 
Noelle Pfankuch, Grace Fischer, Nicole 
Jenkins, Yenh Mikolajewski 

 
 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/47759056/1339311231/105350519/0/49273/?x=3a9e0215


faithful leadership and we are 
so grateful for this new partnership. 

 

Kristen at Divine Shepherd Church!  

  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

SOS (Sort & Organize Shoes) Events 

  

Make a difference by volunteering at a two-
hour SOS Event! You and your friends can 
Sort and Organize Shoes at our Milwaukee 
warehouse to help prepare them for 
shipment to Africa.  

  

New volunteers are always welcome, but 
you must sign-up! We will begin each 
event with a brief orientation. Please 
contact Alexandra at (414)365-1392 or 
Aroque@SolesForJesus.org to reserve your 
date and spot(s). 

  

June 

Meet One of Our Ministry Directors 

 

  

Meet our Every Home 
for Christ Ministry 
Director in Guinea-
Bissau, Julio Joaquim 
Da Silva. Brother Julio 
was born in Bissau 
(capital city) and was 
raised in a 
polygamous family 
that adhered to 
traditional African animist religious 
practices. As a young child, Julio and his 
family relocated out of the city to a 
countryside village called Biombo. A 
neighboring village hosted Christian church 
services led by British missionaries on 
Tuesday evenings. Julio occasionally 
attended these services and, at the age of 
nine, gave his life to Jesus. However, his 
father strongly opposed this and prevented 
Julio from returning to the church. He 
drifted from the faith in his youth, but 
shares that “The love of the Lord did not 
depart from me” and God continued 
working in his heart until he could no longer 
deny the Lord’s voice. Julio dedicated 
himself to full-time ministry and completed 
his training in 1996, at which time he 
launched an evangelical ministry called 
Go-Ye Christian Church. Julio and his wife, 

mailto:Aroque@solesforjesus.org


Saturday, June 7th, 9-11am       **FULL** 

Thursday, June 12th, 9-11am 

Saturday, June 14th, 9-11am 

Monday, June 23rd, 9-11am      **FULL** 

Tuesday, June 24th, 1-3pm 

Tuesday, June 24th, 6-8pm 

Thursday, June 26th, 9-11am     **FULL** 

Saturday, June 28th, 9-11am     **FULL** 

  

July 

Thursday, July 3rd, 1-3pm         **FULL** 
Thursday, July 10th, 1-3pm       **FULL** 
Saturday, July 12th, 9-11am 
Thursday, July 17th, 1-3pm       **FULL** 
Saturday, July 19th, 9-11am      **FULL** 
Saturday, July 26th, 9-11am 
Thursday, July 31st, 9-11am     **FULL** 

  

 

Thank you, Keller Williams, for serving on 
RED Day! 

Maria, have three adult children and their 
family continues to lead this ministry today. 

  

Julio asks us to pray for the following: 

• Da Silva family to continue to glorify 
God in all that they do. Specifically, 
Julio asks for prayer that the Holy 
Spirit will guide his three adult 
children as they choose their 
partners and seek employment that 
will honor the Lord 

• Holy Spirit to raise new partners in 
the ministry for the propagation of 
the Gospel across unreached 
people groups in Africa. 

• New church plants will rise up 
throughout Guinea Bissau to 
support new believers and spread 
the love of Jesus across the nation 

 

Where in the World is Guinea Bissau? 

 



  

“Business Hours” SOS: Volunteers can 
also come during weekdays to pack shoes 
(Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm). Come and sort shoes 
when it fits your schedule. You are 
welcome to stay for an hour or for the day. 
It’s entirely up to you and please feel free 
to bring friends! Training will be provided 
and SFJ staff will be available to provide 
support.  

  

SOS Group Event: Schedule a special 
date to host your own group! Are you a part 
of a sports team, small group, or club in 
your work, school, church, or community? 
Volunteering together to organize and pack 
shoes for Africa is a rewarding two-hour 
team building opportunity for youth and 
adults. To sign-up your group, 
contact Alexandra 
at Aroque@SolesForJesus.org or (414)365-
1392. 

  
 

 

 

  

Situated on the Atlantic Coast of West 
Africa, the Republic of Guinea-Bissau is a 
small nation of two million people with a 
land area similar to that of Maryland & 
Delaware. Once a colony of Portugal, 
Guinea-Bissau gained independence in 
1973. While Portuguese remains the official 
language, the majority of the population 
speaks Guinea-Bissau Creole. Half of the 
nation identifies as Muslim, with an 
additional 30% adhering to various 
traditional tribal religious practices. 
Guinea-Bissau is one of the world's poorest 
nations, largely due to political instability 
and numerous damaging economic factors. 
Life expectancy is below average for African 
countries and infant mortality remains high. 
As the nation continues to struggle with 
ongoing political upheaval, we join our 
partners in Guinea-Bissau in prayer for the 
Lord's intervention and peace. 
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