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Dear Friend,  

  

In two days our mission team will be on our way to 

Zambia, Africa! Would you please pray for us? We desire 

nothing more than for His love to be poured out through 

each one of us, as we share Jesus with our words and 

actions. When we arrive in each village, we have the 

incredible privilege of verbally sharing the life-changing 

message of Jesus Christ. Then we will invite each person to 

come and experience an example of God’s love, as we get 

down on our knees and begin to wash feet. It is extremely 

powerful to follow Jesus’ example in this way, and we are 

often washing through our tears. Each person is also given 

a Gospel book printed in their language, and we finish the 

day by serving them a feast of food!  

  

I praise the Lord for the incredible team that He has 

assembled, and I can’t wait to see all that He has planned. 

What a privilege it is to partner with the Lord, and to be His 

hands and feet in each of these villages. We have been 

fasting and praying since January, and we believe that the 

harvest is ripe and that many will choose Him as Lord and 

Savior! Thank you for your prayers, and we look forward to 

sharing updates with you on social media and in our next 

newsletter.  

  

God bless you for being a part of what the Lord is doing 

through Soles For Jesus, and I hope that you can join me at 

our Race For Soles Event. Today is the last day to take 

advantage of our Early-Bird Discount, and I'd love to see 

you there! 

  

Sincerely in Christ, 

Diane Studer 

  

“Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into His harvest.” Matthew 9:38 

Quick Links 
  

Email Us 

Our Website 

Donate Now 

Contact Us 
 

Testimony From Ghana 
  

Pastor Sydney, our partner in Ghana, recently 

sent us an update about the progress of shoe 

distributions in their nation. In one community 

the former national assembly representative 

expressed his thoughts to Sydney saying, “So 

many people in this area have a hard time 

getting basic necessities, such as shoes, 

which keeps them from going to school or 

work. We are deeply grateful for Soles For 

Jesus, who not only help people with physical 

items, but also come and share the Gospel as 

well. This is a great help and encouragement 

for everyone in our community and we thank 

you from the deepest part of our hearts.” 

Please pray for the ministry team in Ghana as 

they continue to share God's love 

and shoes in their nation. 

 

To view more pictures of the shipment to 

Ghana, click HERE. 
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       Please pray for Team Zambia 2018! 

 

Join us on Saturday, June 23rd! 
  

 
  

 
  

Today is the last day for the lowest rates!  
  

Sign-up today and take advantage of our Early Bird 

Discount while it lasts! You can register online or call us at 

414-365-1392, and you will also receive a free "Race For 

Soles" T-shirt! All proceeds from this event will advance our 

mission of sharing shoes and the love of Jesus in Africa. 

  

 
Sharing the Gospel in a rural Ghanaian 

village. 
 

Testimony From Lesotho  
  

Our partner in Lesotho, Josias, sent us the 

following testimony about a man who came 

for shoes, but left with much more. Mr. Kele 

states, “I'm so grateful for receiving this 

valuable gift from Soles For Jesus and Pastor 

Josias, who gave me a pair of shoes for my 

daughter and a Gospel book for my family. 

Our daughter is starting school and it is 

getting very cold in the mountains. These 

unexpected gifts have helped me to 

understand the love of Jesus Christ. I am 

asking that God will bless all of you for your 

love and generosity.” We sincerely thank each 

person who supports the SFJ mission, so 

that we can touch lives like these in the 

mountains of Lesotho.  

  

View pictures of the Lesotho shipment HERE. 
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EXCITING UPDATE! Chipped timing is now available for 

5K runners! We are excited to be working with a local race 

company to use the latest chipped technology to capture all 

5K runners exact time and place. This provides an 

opportunity for those who wish to compete, and we are 

thrilled to offer this new feature. 

  

Each participant can choose to walk or run a 2 mile or 5K 

course, and you can also invite family and friends to 

join you! The event will start and end at the campus of 

Waukesha County Technical College, and you'll enjoy a 

scenic route through the streets of Pewaukee. The morning 

will also include medals, prizes, refreshments, exciting 

games, a kids race, and a special appearance by Roscoe, 

the Milwaukee Admirals mascot! This event is for families 

and individuals of all ages.  

  

This year we are excited to offer a discounted rate for 

TEAMS of 8 or more! Click the purple button for more 

info. 

  

Are you following Soles For Jesus on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram? Connect with us and join the conversation 

about the Race For Soles 2018 at #RFS2018. 

  

Click to view highlights from last year! 

  

 
  

          Thank You 2018 Gold Sponsors! 

 Taking the Gospel and shoes into the 

mountains of Lesotho. 
 

Shipment To Guinea Bissau 

  

We are very excited to work with Pastor Julio 

by sending a shipment of shoes to the West 

African nation of Guinea Bissau. Pastor Julio is 

a trusted partner with a zeal for sharing the 

life-changing message of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. This shipment left the SFJ warehouse 

on April 23rd, and will arrive in early June. 

Please pray for the transportation and clearing 

processes to go smoothly, and that people's 

hearts will be receptive to God's love and 

grace. 

  

You can view more pictures of the shipment to 

Guinea Bissau shipment HERE. 

  

 

 
 Our Board of Directors released this one with 

prayer & love! 
 

Testimony From Swaziland 
  

Our partner in Swaziland recently sent the 

following testimony to us from Mr. Sipho 

Ngubeni.  “We are short of words to express 

what Soles For Jesus and Every Home For 

Christ have done for us by meeting our needs 

and sharing the love of Jesus. Our children 

were so excited to receive a pair of shoes, 

since winter has just begun. They are very 

grateful because they did not own a pair 

before this, but now they are safe from the 

very cold winter days. The EHC people told us 

that Soles For Jesus has donated these shoes 

free to the Swazi people. We are very grateful 

to God to be among those who were given the 

gift of shoes. Normally we have to make our 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SolesForJesus/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156432241332147
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf1Lj6gq-TI&t=0s&list=PLO198BY59K77Ng1jFFc2sfTGhRNUj_XJP&index=3


 
 

Shoe Drives & Special Thanks 

  

Heritage Christian School, WI - We are so grateful for 

the students and staff at Heritage Christian School in New 

Berlin! HCS has been sending volunteer groups to serve in 

our warehouse for years and Diane enjoyed sharing at their 

chapel services last week. We pray that the Lord will 

continue to bless these wonderful students and all that He 

has planned for their lives!   

  

  

 Diane sharing in chapel services at HCS.  

  

Minerva Running club, WI - Thank you to these strong 

and brave runners who did not let the 

unpredictable Wisconsin weather stop them! The Minerva 

Running Club decided that they wanted to give back, and 

so they collected running shoes to benefit many lives in 

Africa. Thank you all for being such a blessing! 

  

own shoes using rubber tires. In our culture if 

you have a pair of shoes you are considered 

as someone who doing well in life. We pray 

and wish that all those who have given these 

shoes will be blessed by God in their efforts to 

help even more people like us.” 

  

 
      A Swazi man with the his copy of the New 

Testament. 
 

Shipment To Zambia 
  

Thank you for all of your prayers for this 

shipment. We are praising God for the safe 

delivery of the shoes that our 2018 mission 

team will distribute alongside our Zambian 

partners in May. The shoes have traveled over 

5,000 miles by train, ship and truck to finally 

reach their destination. Our partner, Pastor 

Richard Kakuwa, has them stored and ready 

for the locations God directed him to reach, 

and he is now awaiting the arrival of our 

team. Please pray that God will use everyone 

on the trip to be ambassadors of God's 

message of grace and reconcilliation. 

  

To view pictures of the shipment to Zambia, 

click HERE 

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SolesForJesus/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156081888922147


  

 Minerva Muses with their shoe donations.  

  

Gary's Gallop, WI - Snow and sleet did not deter the 

runners or Mark from participating in the 15th Annual 

Gary's Gallop 5K run! We are honored that the particpants 

at Wisconsin Lutheran College collected shoes for us once 

again, and we thank you for your ongoing partnership! 

  

 
Mark at Gary's Gallop, hosted by Wisconsin Lutheran 

College. 

  

Ron & Sandy Vigo, WI - Thank you, Ron and Sandy, for 

collecting over 613 pairs of shoes through your community 

shoe drive! They collected shoes from local businesses in 

their area and their sweet helper, Kirby, enjoyed 

participating too! 

  

 
 The shipping container being unloaded from 

truck. 
 

Are you a Thrivent Member? 

  

 
  

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?  We 

could use your help as a volunteer at the Race 

For Soles.  As a member, you are eligible to 

create a “Thrivent Action Team,” which helps 

raise money and recruit volunteers for Soles 

For Jesus.  This is a very simple process, yet 

has a great impact to SFJ.  If you are 

interested to learn more or are ready to jump 

right in please contact Mark Ellefson at 414-

365-1392, 

or mellefson@solesforjesus.org.  To learn 

more click the Thrivent Banner above. 

  

How it works:  (Taken from 

Thrivent.com) 

  

Think about an unmet need in your 

community and how you could help. Apply to 

lead your volunteer team in a one-time 

fundraiser, service activity or educational 

event that can be completed within 90 days. 

Once your project is approved, you'll receive a 

Thrivent Action Kit, including: 

- Promotional banner. 

- Invitations and thank-you cards. 

- Thrivent Action Team T-shirts. 

- $250 Community Impact Card for seed 

money or donation to the charity. 
 

mailto:mellefson@solesforjesus.org
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/


 
Kirby with some of the shoes collected! 

  

Hales Corners Lutheran Church, WI - We are so grateful 

for our new partnership with Hales Corners Lutheran 

Church. We are blown away by the success of their first 

shoe drive, as they collected over 2,000 pairs of shoes 

along with the funds to help ship them to Africa! They also 

came to serve in our warehouse last weekend to help pack 

the shoes. 2,000 lives will be impacted by the love of Jesus 

because you gave. Thank you all for loving and serving 

Jesus so well!   

  

 
  Thank you, Hales Corners Lutheran Church! 

Volunteer Of The Month 
  

We are thrilled to honor Jessica Broberg as 

our April Volunteer of the Month! Jessica is 

our state representative for Minnesota and 

also joined us on a mission trip to Zambia in 

2014. Jessica first heard about SFJ when 

Diane spoke at Cornerstone Church. When 

she heard about their next trip to Zambia, she 

knew that she needed to be a part of it. 

  

Jessica has great advice for anyone thinking 

about volunteering with SFJ. "Do it!! I promise 

you won’t regret it. The heart of this 

organization is for people to know & 

experience the freedom found in God’s love. 

You can trust that anything they do is founded 

in this belief." 

  

For many of us, going on a mission trip is life-

changing, as Jessica explains so well. "My trip 

to Africa was one of the most amazing 

experiences of my life. I went to serve the 

people of Zambia and what I found was that I 

was so blessed by the people, the team and 

the experience that I received much more 

than I ever dreamed. I went to be a blessing 

but I was the one who was blessed. The 

African people were so inviting, so kind, so 

open to what we had to share. I was able to 

meet some amazing people, some whom I still 

keep in contact with today via social media. 

It’s pretty amazing to be able to share our 

lives from Austin, MN to Zambia, Africa. There 

are faces from that trip that I will never 

forget. The little boy Emmanuel who followed 

me around and spent a lot of time in my arms 

the day I was desperately missing my own 

kiddos. The sweet elderly woman who was the 

very first person I had the privilege of getting 

down on my knees and washing her precious 

feet and then gifting a pair of shoes. The 

sweet young mother who pointed to the shoes 

I was wearing and commented on how she 

liked them. Of course they went home with 

her! Their faces, the love that was 

communicated and the entire experience has 

forever shaped my heart!" 

  

Jessica lives in Austin, MN with her husband 

and 3 children. She loves spending free time 

watching her kids play soccer, reading a great 

book, writing and doing anything outdoors 

with her family. Thank you, Jessica, for being 

such a blessing to SFJ. We love and 

appreciate you so much! 

  



  

Cedarburg Girl Scouts, WI - It was our privilege to give 

these 1st Grade Girl Scouts from First Immanuel in 

Cedarburg a tour of our warehouse after they completed 

their shoe drive. We are so proud of these girls for 

collecting over 400 pairs of shoes to help other children and 

adults in Africa! God bless you all for your kindness. 

  

 
1st Grade Girl Scouts learning about our mission.  

  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
  

SOS Events (Sort & Organize Shoes) Join us as we 

gather at our Milwaukee, WI warehouse to prepare shoes 

for shipment to Africa! New volunteers are always welcome 

and we will have a brief orientation before each event. 

Please contact us at 414-365-1392 or 

Yenh@SolesForJesus.org to sign-up for a date and time to 

come and volunteer.  

  

 
           Jessica Broberg, our volunteer of the 

month! 
 

Meet One Of Our Partners 
  
Dr. Cleopas Chitapa 

is the EHC 

Continental 

Director over all of 

Africa, and if you 

came to our 

luncheon in 2015 

you’ll recognize 

him. Dr. Chitapa 

states that he is motivated to share the 

message of Jesus each day because he 

believes in the power of the Gospel to 

transform lives. “For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of God that 

brings salvation to everyone who believes.” 

Romans 1:16 

  

Please pray for Cleopas, Sarita and their 

children, and agree together for these needs: 

 Good health, kids’ schooling, their son 

with special needs, divine favor 

& protection for all, unity in marriage 

and traveling mercies. 

 Increase in ministry coverage, as they 

want to reach more homes with the 

Gospel. 

 God’s direction and provision in 

churches and ministries led by Cleopas 
& Sarita. 

 

Thank You For The Shoes 

mailto:Yenh@SolesForJesus.org


 
 Kohl's employees volunteering in our warehouse this 

month! 

  

May  

Saturday, May 12th, 9-11am 

Wednesday, May 16th, 6-8pm FULL 

Saturday, May 19th, 9-11am 

Wednesday, May 23rd, 6-8pm FULL 

Thursday, May 24th, 6-8pm FULL 

Saturday, May 26th, 9-11am 

Wednesday, May 30th, 6-8 pm 

Thursday, May 31st, 6-8pm 

  

June  

Friday, June 1st, 9-11am 

Saturday, June 2nd, 9-11am 

Thursday, June 14th, 9-11am 

Saturday, June 16th, 9-11am 

Thursday, June 28th, 6-8pm 

Saturday, June 30th, 9-11am 

  

*You can choose your own date to serve!  

To learn more about this, read below. 

   

“Business Hours” SOS: Volunteers are welcome to come 

during weekdays to sort shoes (Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm). Come 

and sort shoes when it fits your schedule. You can sort for 

an hour or a day - it’s entirely up to you. Also, please feel 

free to bring friends! Training will be provided, and SFJ staff 

will always be available to provide support. For more 

details, please contact Mark Ellefson 

at Mellefson@SolesForJesus.org or 414-365-1392, and 

please let us know 48 hours in advance that you're coming.  

  

SOS Group Event: Schedule a special date to host your 

Received This Month! 

 Allo! Chocolate, WI 

 American Airlines 

 Arthur & Susan Blazek, WI 

 Best Health Options, WI 

 Bob's Under the Bridge, WI 

 Brooke Bogenschneider, WI 

 Brookfield Christian School, WI 

 Christ Alone Lutheran Church, WI 

 Christian Life School, WI 

 Grace Church-Menomonee Falls, WI 

 Evangel Assembly of God, WI 

 First Immanuel Lutheran Church-

Cedarburg 

 Friends of Jen Hanson 

 Hales Corners Lutheran Church, WI 

 Jessica LaBlonte, WI 

 Jim & Jessica Stumpner, WI 

 Journey Church, WI 

 Kay Nord, WI 

 Kenyata Luten, WI 

 Lifeline Church, WI 

 Luther Manor, WI 

 Materion Corporation, WI 

 Matthew Schraith, WI 

 McKinley Elementary, WI 

 Milwaukee County Corporation 

counsel's office 

 Performance Running Outfitters, WI 

 Pleasant Valley Tennis & Fitness, WI 

 Princeton club, WI 

 Rich Block, WI 

 Teen Challenge, WI 

 The Colour Tube, WI 

 United Protestant Church, WI 

 Unity Lutheran Church, WI 

 Victor Fulham, LA 

 Wisconsin Athletic Club-Wauwatosa 
 Wisconsin Lutheran College, WI 

 

Where In The World Is 

Swaziland? 
  

As of this month, Swaziland isn't Swaziland 

anymore! The country just celebrated 50 

years of freedom from British rule, and in 

honor of this anniversary they renamed their 

country to the Kingdom of eSwatini. King 

Mswati III, the last remaining absolute 

monarch in Africa, said, "African countries, on 

getting independence, reverted to their 

ancient names before they were colonized. 

So, from now on the country will officially be 

mailto:Mellefson@SolesForJesus.org


own group! Are you a part of a sports team, small group, or 

club in your work, school, church, or community? 

Volunteering together to organize and pack shoes for Africa 

is a rewarding, 2 hour, team building opportunity for youth 

and adults (12+ years). Please contact Yenh at 

Yenh@SolesForJesus.org or 414-365-1392 to set up your 

volunteer group. 
 

 

 

Your Donation Impacts Lives!  
  

 
Or 

Mail Your Donation: 

Soles For Jesus 

8480 N. 87th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53224 
 

 

known as the Kingdom of eSwatini.” 

  

This small country is in southern Africa, has a 

population of 1.3 million people and the 

official language is Swazi. The official currency 

is the Swazi lilangeni. However, because they 

work so closely with South Africa, the South 

African rand is also in circulation 

there. eSwatini has four seasons, but they are 

the opposite of us, with December being mid-

summer and June mid-winter. Summer is 

their rainy season and winter is their dry 

season. 

  

The population faces major health issues of 

HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. eSwatini has the 

lowest estimated life expectancy in the world, 

at 49.18 years. Economic growth has lagged 

behind its neighbors, due to low agricultural 

productivity, repeated droughts, the 

devastating effects of HIV/AIDS and an overly 

large and inefficient government sector.  

  

SFJ has sent shipments of shoes in 2013, 

2015, 2016, and 2017. Please join us in 

prayer for the precious people of eSwatini. 

  

 The 

Kingdom of eSwatini, Africa. 
 

Join Our Prayer Team! 

  

If you would like to be a part of our prayer 

team, email us at info@SolesForJesus.org. We 

will send you our prayer newsletter, so you 

can join us in united prayer from the comfort 

of your home! 

  

"Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and 

mailto:Yenh@SolesForJesus.org
mailto:info@solesforjesus.org
https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/SolesForJesus/OnlineDonation.html


it will be yours." Mark 11:24 

  

 
 

 

www.SolesForJesus.org 
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